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Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637   roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

 

Events 
 

End of Season Function 03rd  October Pulborough Village Hall 

National Honey Show 29th-31st October Weybridge 

 

Please check website regularly for meeting dates in case they change or others are added. 

 

Apiary Meetings 
Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green RH14 0AA 
 

 

Saturday  19th  September 12:00 Beginners‟    2:00 pm Advanced 

Saturday 17th October 12:00 Beginners‟    2:00 pm Advanced 

 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/CTPeach/Local%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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New Monthly Beekeeping Notes 
 

Monthly Topic for September. Nosema. 

 

We have always had Nosema apis, but recently we have had Nosema ceranae to 

deal with, which is very much more virulent. Some bees show a resistance to 

Nosema apis but Nosema ceranae has recently affected our honeybees so there is 

little resistance. We have some microscopes and at some time will show members 

how to test for it. We have a small group of members who are able to do this and 

hopefully we can check members bees. The normal treatment is Fumidil B, but 

there is some doubt whether it will continue to be available. 

 

Information sources are:- 

http://www.bee-craft.com/nosema.htm 

http://www.newtonabbotbees.org.uk/pages/articles/001_nosema_pf.htm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

 

    

Saturday Teas at Dounhurst. 

 

This year in order to spread the increasing load we will have different 

members doing teas. These will be indicated in the newsletter and on the 

website as a reminder. 

 

September 19
th

  -   Tony Newman    

 

 

http://www.bee-craft.com/nosema.htm
http://www.newtonabbotbees.org.uk/pages/articles/001_nosema_pf.htm
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I have been getting around quite a bit this year and in August I visited 

beekeepers in Lancaster and the Isle of Man. Both groups seemed quite 

well organised but surprisingly neither had teaching apiaries. In 

Lancaster I lectured to over 80 beekeepers about the queen problems, 

and many of them have been experiencing the same as us. Due to their 

members coming from a wide area several of them had travelled 40 

miles to a meeting, but the attraction of a hog roast must have helped. In 

IOM I saw and handled bees in four apiaries, and although a few were 

lovely to handle some were awful. They don‟t think they have had 

imported queens since 1987 and seem to think they have pure native 

bees, but I saw several colonies with quite a bit of yellow, and I would 

guess someone has been importing queens fairly recently. I have been 

asked to help them set up a queen breeding programme to help them 

improve their bees. There are only about 60 beekeepers in the IOM BKA 

and no more than 100 altogether, so I‟m hoping they can improve from 

what bees they already have without parachuting queens in. 

 

There is no varroa in IOM and consequently I saw the first braula I have 

seen for 20 years. It is no longer seen here because it is killed by varroa 

treatments. I once remember taking 54 braula off a queen that was 

completely covered in them. Many of the older books mention braula, 

but for those who have never seen them they are about the same size 

and colour as varroa, but bulky instead of flat. They are a louse rather 

than a mite and take honey from the bees without further harm. 

 

I also saw the sites of three known drone assemblies, a wall with 14 bee 

boles in and the best preserved beehouse in the UK. It was a stone 

building with recesses in the walls to take 30 skeps, and pigs were kept 

in there as well to keep the bees warm. I wonder why they bothered as 

there are rarely any frosts in IOM. 
 

 

 



 

Page 4 of 16 

 

 

 

 

In September I will be lecturing at the SICAMM conference in Aviemore 

and the Orkney Science Festival. Very little is known about beekeeping 

or it‟s history in Orkney, but it appears there are around 20 beekeepers 

on four islands and they use mainly Smith hives. There is no BKA and I 

have been asked to tell them about WG in the hope it encourages them 

to form a BKA. They also seem to have the luxury of not having varroa. 

More next month. 

 

Last month I mentioned an outbreak of EFB in Scotland with at that time 

85 colonies affected. I have now been told there are over 200 colonies 

with EFB and 60 with AFB. The view is there must have been a problem 

for five years, and it will take at least another five to get back to sensible 

levels. I hope it results in the Scottish beekeepers enjoying the same 

service as we do in England and Wales. 
 

 

 

Queen Rearing for 2010. 

 

I have always reared my own queens and have used a number of 

"artificial" and natural methods. Over the years WG have done some 

queen rearing, but for a number of reasons nothing has continued. For 

next year I intend to raise queens on a regular basis and would like to 

form a small special interest group to do so. Several members have 

asked and I would like to start preparations now. The idea is to 

overproduce queens both for the Division and for members of the 

group, then continually cull the worst ones. If successful we may also 

occasionally have surplus queens to offer to members of the Division. 
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I have come across a system that should ensure that queens can be 

raised continually throughout the summer. This could be run in addition 

to any other methods. 

  

If you are interested in joining the group please let me know, but there 

should be a reasonable level of commitment and all have the same aims. 

  

1. We will aim to work with native/near native bees. These can be 

worked in a single B/C, and are frugal, making beekeeping simpler. 

  

2. Participants must be able to see eggs and young larvae, or be able to 

do so with aids 

  

3. You will need to know the life cycles of queens and workers and have 

a sound understanding of the principles of queen rearing. 

  

4. It is intended to use participants bees for evaluation and testing 

purposes. 

  

5. You will need to be a competent handler of bees in order to judge 

temper  

  

6. A reasonable level of commitment will be needed. 

  

7. Email access, or contact with someone who has, as there may be 

messages that are urgent. 

 

8. Within the group I would expect to see other interests appear, e.g. 

wing morphometry where you can determine what kind of bees you 

have, and testing queens for nosema which I think may be a possible 

cause of the current queen problems. 
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When I was in Gormanston I heard a lecture by Jim Ryan who is an Irish 

version of Team Ready and uses beeswax for a lot of things. He 

demonstrated how to make moisture blocks, and he has kindly sent me 

his recipe that is very easy to make. I have had a look on Ebay for ice 

cube moulds and there are plenty to choose from. I guess you could use 

what fragrance you like. 

Here is the recipe for the moisture blocks:    

 

 INGREDIENTS 

100g coconut oil 

100g sweet almond oil 

100g beeswax 

5ml (1tsp) lavender essential oil 

 

HOW TO..... 

Gently melt the coconut oil and beeswax together over a low heat. Once 

just melted add the sweet almond oil and mix thoroughly. Remove from 

heat and leave to cool (not too much, it still should be liquid). Add the 

lavender oil once cooled and stir thoroughly. 

 

Whilst cooled but still completely liquid, pour into the moulds and leave 

to set at room temperature for several hours. Don't pour hot oils into 

plastic moulds, they may melt. Ensure the mixture is cooled before 

pouring 

 

Press out of the moulds and they're ready to use. 

 

I have to say that it can cool and thicken fast but you can always reheat it 

to melt again. 

 

I actually got some rubber moulds and you can put the hot oils into them. 

Check out the ice cube moulds in the local shops. 

 

Roger Patterson. 
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   Cranleigh Show 

 

The Division ran a stand at the Cranleigh Show again this year which was 

held on 4 August where we had 2 observation hives and honey for sale. 

Team Ready also brought along a selection of their home-made goodies 

(including Joseph's yummy fudge!) and Diana Briault brought some of her 

honey dog biscuits and cards. Everything sold very well - in fact we sold 

out of honey and fudge which was pretty impressive! 

It was an early start and a long day but the hard work really paid off when 

so many people expressed interest and concern with the honey bee - 

especially the children gathered round the observation hives trying to find 

the queen.   

 

A very big thank you to everyone who helped and to those members who 

dropped by during the day.  We secured a third place for our stand which 

we can add to our growing collection. 

 

Daisy 

 

   
Bee Market and Auction @ Brinsbury – 24th April 2010 

 

Please start looking out surplus beekeeping equipment you may wish to sell at the 
Auction. 
 
One of our popular and regular features is the PLANT STALL so, when you are taking cuttings 
or dividing plants this autumn, please remember the stall and keep some spares aside.  
 
The TOMBOLA stall will also benefit from prize donations. 
 
Details of the event will be on the website at www.wsbka.org.uk  later in the year.  In the 
meantime if you can help on the day or require more details please contact Graham Elliott on 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
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Annual End of Season Dinner : 3rd October ; 7.00pm 

 

  

Come and celebrate the end of a GREAT seasons beekeeping with 

everyone (beekeepers, partners, children, uncles and aunts.....) on 

Saturday 3rd October!!  For the uninitiated - our Annual Supper is to be 

held at Pulborough Village Hall (the Arun Room). Everyone brings 

something to eat - a pud, salad or cheese and biscuits for around 6 - 8 

people - and you pay £7 per head (collected on the evening) to cover 

drinks, meat dishes and hall hire. It is a great social event and a chance 

to natter properly and meet new folk......unhampered by veils and smoker 

fumes !!  There will be a raffle, and at the end of the evening, the trophies 

awarded at the Wisborough Green Show will be presented. 

 

  

Booking is essential - as soon as possible but BY END of September at 

the latest please – this will enable the catering to be sorted and the 

correct number of places to be set. If any of you feel brave enough to 

cook a large piece of meat, salmon or a chicken, then please let me 

know! 

 

 

To book, (or to offer help to set up etc) just give me a call on 

 01403 752169, and volunteer a dish to bring......we all look forward to 

seeing you there !!  

  

Judy 
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    Notices 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 

  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 

  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 

  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 

FOUNDATION   

 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 

  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 

  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 

 

APIGUARD 
 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 
 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 
 

Prices correct at January 2009. 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 

for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

BDI Insurance  
 

You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be 
null and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don‟t forget a swarm is 
classed as a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that 
cause them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul 
brood diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be 
found at www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies 

due to other conditions or causes.  

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Thornes Sale 
 

 

You may be aware that Thornes hold an annual sale of second-grade hive parts at each of 

their depots.  We normally attend the Stockbridge, Hampshire sale (which this year is on 

Saturday 26th September) to buy supplies for use by the Division, and to make up the 

Beginners Packs. 

 

It is quite an experience attending the sale.  At the start, a bell is rung, a rope dropped, and 

the waiting hordes scramble over each other to grab what they can.  Inevitably some items 

are in short supply, and there are masses of others, so we don‟t always get what we want – 

and have to hang onto it if it is scarce stuff, so nobody „removes‟ it from our stack. 

 

As we will be going, we are happy to try and obtain some bits for members, to save you 

going on the long journey. All we ask is a surcharge of 50p per item to go towards covering 

the Division‟s mileage costs.  No guarantees we will get all we (or you) want, but the main 

hive parts and expected prices (excluding the extra 50p) are as follows. 

 

National open-mesh floor  11.00 

National brood chamber  14.00 

National crownboard    6.50 

National roof    15.00 

National super   11.00 

 

Note that all are specially made „seconds‟ using cheaper timber, and flat pack (nails are 

included).  We check to try to avoid getting parts with knots in the wrong places, but they are 

all sold as seen.  If you would like us to try and buy anything for you please email your 

requirements to Tom as soon as possible at 

stone.house@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 

 

County News – September 2009 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most 

welcome at all Meetings 

 

Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 

 ieem@compuserve.com 

 

Meetings will be at The Bader Arms, Tangmere and will commence 

punctually at 7.30pm.    
 

Wednesday 16th September   Planning for Winter.  Brian Green. 
 

Worthing - Contact Sarah Rose on 01903 262446  

Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/ 

 Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm 

start. 
 

Thursday 10th September – The Honeybee Anatomy – Graham Royle 
 

Graham achieved his Master beekeeper certificate in 2002 

and the National Diploma in Beekeeping in 2004 

He has used his camera and microscope to take fascinating 
pictures of the internal and external features of the Honey Bee. 

 
The lecture concentrates on the amazing adaptations of the bee's structure 

that have taken place over millions of years which have made it so efficient at its various 

tasks. 

Graham gave this acclaimed lecture to packed houses at this year‟s BBKA spring 

convention. 

You really will understand bees better after seeing these amazing pictures 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:ieem@compuserve.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/
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Saturday 12th September  Findon Sheep Fair – Honey Show 

 

 

National Honey Show – Weybridge, 29th to 31st October 2009 

The National Honey Show is getting closer - the „gold standard‟ honey show – the 

equivalent of Wimbledon for tennis players.  The 78th N.H.S. will be held in 

Weybridge, Surrey at the end of October. There are almost 250 classes and 

beekeepers come from all over the world to enter so it is truly an international show.  

Why not book a ticket now to see the best of the best? Walking around the displays 

is an education in itself.  A full programme of workshops and lectures will run during 

the show and there will be a wide selection of trade stands with lots of equipment 

and books to buy.  

 

By now most of you will have extracted your honey and hopefully will have kept back 

an exhibition standard frame or two. Have a look at the schedule and see what you 

could enter.  Don‟t forget that entry forms must be in by 1st October. It‟s also worth 

remembering that certain classes (photography for example) require you to deliver 

your finished entry well before the show; so do check.  

 

Exhibitors delivering personally to the show must bring their entries on Wednesday 

28th October between 2.30pm and 6pm. You hand them over to a steward who will 

stage them for you. You could use a courier or post. In this case your entry must 

arrive at St Georges College after 21st October and before noon on 28th October.  

Why not persuade one member of your association to bring all the entries from your 

association to the show. You could split the fuel costs.  Don‟t forget someone will also 

need to collect them on Saturday 31st October after the show closes.   
 

The 2009 schedule of classes and entry application is available from the membership 

secretary, Sandra Rickwood.  Please telephone her for a copy on 020 33 55 8716 and 

leave your name and address after the recorded message. It is available to download 

on the National Honey Show website www.honeyshow.co.uk where you can also find 

lots of interesting information about the show.  
  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 

contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

 

 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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South East Honey Survey 2009 

 

As per usual at this time of year, I am asking for information on honey 

yields and prices in the South East region. This year was hot in the 

earlier months and the early honey flow was good but the summer has 

been disappointing with many beekeepers having poor yields. 

 

As always, personal information is kept secure but average honey 

yields and prices are passed to defra, which form part of the annual 

statistics for food production.  The more information you, as 

beekeepers, can supply to defra about the size and value of the honey 

crop and therefore by implication the value of honeybees to the 

economy in terms of pollination etc, the easier it will to support claims 

for further investment in the bee health/research budget. 

 

Please forward this email to any of your members who have email and 

ask for their participation or ask for their participation in your 

newsletter, they can reply direct to me or you can collect the replies 

and send as a batch.  I would also be very grateful if you could gather 

information from any individuals who do not have email access and 

forward on to me. 

 

I now have honey statistics for the SE region going back to 2004 and it 

proves an interesting exercise to make comparisons over the years. 

 

I will, as last year write up the results and send out a report later in 

the year. 

 

Thanking you in advance for your help. 

 

Regards    Alan Byham 
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Extracting Equipment 
 

Use of the Division‟s extractors and associated equipment is now being co-ordinated by 

John Glover,  and if you wish to “book” anything, please contact John on 01403 751899 or 

preferably by Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . 

To avoid disappointment, please book well in ahead of your requirements. 

 

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be 

necessary for it to be collected and returned to John‟s home address in Loxwood, unless 

otherwise agreed. 

Equipment available:- 

4 frame extractor 

3 frame extractor 

Electric uncapping tray and knife 

Uncapping basket 

50kg bottling tank 

Diary Dates 
 

03rd October End of Season Function 

17th October Apiary Meeting 

07th November Apiary Meeting 

12th November Lecture – Beekeeping in Cambodia 

10th December Bring Something Interesting 

14th January Lecture – Experiences of a Seasonal Bee Inspector 

11th February Lecture – Beekeeping and doing another Full-time Job 

 

 

 

 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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Programme of Winter Events 
 

Thursday 12th November – Beekeeping in Cambodia – Claire Waring 

Claire has kept bees for 27 years since attending classes by George Somerville and 
Adrian Waring at Northampton College of agriculture. Joining her local association 
she was soon involved in the Newsletter production and programme organisation. 
She then worked for BIBBA, organising conferences and working on their 
publications. Similar work for BBKA led to her election to the Executive, 
subsequently as General Secretary.  
She has edited Bee Craft since 1997, during which time it has changed out of all 
recognition, becoming a world class publication, winning 4 Gold Medals at 
Apimondia 2007. Claire was a founding Director of Bees Abroad and is involved in 
a variety of their projects, including organising beekeeping trips overseas.  
Tonight, she will provide an illustrated talk on rafter beekeeping with the giant 
honeybee, Apis Dorsata. 
 
Thursday 10th December – Bring something interesting! 
 
The usual “speaker” format will be abandoned for this meeting and members are 
invited to bring along something related to beekeeping that will be of general 
interest to observe, discuss, and perhaps learn about.  The subject need not be 
tangible, but might be a bright idea, reminiscence or a thought provoking question. 
 
Thursday 14th January – Experiences of a Seasonal Bee Inspector – Diane Steele 
 
Most of us have met Diane at divisional events, since she joined us from East 
Grinstead Division of Sussex BKA earlier this year.  Recently appointed a Seasonal 
Bee Inspector, working alongside Alan Byham, she will provide an insight in to the 
varied rolls undertaken by an SBI, and recollect her experiences during her first 
season‟s work. 
 
Thursday 11th February 2010  Beekeeping and doing another full time job – Andrew 
Gibb (MB) 
 
Andrew has a busy life as a Director of “Bee Craft” and has enjoyed a diverse 
beekeeping career which has included being a DEFRA disease inspector, BBKA 
examiner, guest lecturer at Gormanston and former Chairman of Surrey BKA. 
As well as a hobby, he uses his beekeeping as a form of relaxation and will share 
his thoughts and methods with us. 
 
Thursday 18th March 2010 – AGM – followed by “Unusual places to keep bees” – An 

illustrated talk by Roger Patterson 
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Notes from the Members 
 
 
From Mervyn Evans-Jones – A visit from a Bee Inspector 

 

 

No sooner had I unlocked and disarmed the alarm after a morning 

spent driving the Community Bus when there was a 'phone call saying 

an inspector would like to check my hives for the dreaded beetle.  

 

I asked when might that be, only to be told "NOW, - in the next hour"  

 

 Having willingly consented, I did say I couldn't accompany him as I 

had some work to do. When giving the post-code and final destination 

instructions, I told him to look-out for an old man struggling to park a 

caravan, - that would be me. 

 

Even before I had finished my lunch, there were TWO young men in 

white suits in the drive, it turned out one was from Essex and his helper 

from Hampshire. I asked them would they mind taking-off some "wets" 

and giving extra supers where required. After the inspection, and doing 

as I had asked, they reported all was well & we had a cup of tea and a 

most informative chat. 

 

They had to leave shortly for a meeting, but not before volunteering to 

help me push the caravan up the gravel drive and beside the house, - 

usually a protracted and difficult task for me alone, but accomplished 

with ease. 

 

So, I had my 10-day inspection done for me by experts, my caravan 

parked and I learned a lot.  

 

I asked might they consider visiting me every fortnight ........ !!!!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


